SERIES: “LAST...BUT NOT LEAST”:

An In-Depth Study of MALACHI - the Final Prophet of the Old Testament Era-

PART XVII - Mualachi Chapter 3:7-12
“ROBBING A RIGHTEOUS GOD”
WEDNESDAY, May 13th, 2009
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/@a//fﬂ{/ is the most prevalent and. 69.5/ /7 crime in
America. ’gﬁjgé%‘ n? and _Enp/ovee  theft together are tied for
the distinctiont of thefiumber one “é /é'gfﬁ " category! They account
for 70 % of the loss suffered by businesses and cost overs, ,
BILLION dollars annually! |
Many Christians are active in calling for the court systems fo clymp dow,
on this crime wave. Yet, these SAME people would truly be S océff
to know exactly how God views THEIR lives when it comes fo the subject
of ‘Robbety" ! |
Th fuct is tat fhe AVERAGE _ [ 2tostind— is_Knbbiiy God!
He/ she STATISTICALLY givesan averageof .3 % to the local
church and 1/10" of 1 % to MISSTONS ANNUALLY (an
equivalent to a whopping $_3+ “annually per person.)

Sadly, each year MORE money is spent on the care and feeding of
AT7S' than is given to churches and charities in the United States!

Malachi levels one of Scripture’s most _S &4//7/% reprimands to the

nation of Judah - claiming that she was _C, g Godin the area of

g and so he called the nation — and US, through the

preservation of God’s Word — fo return to the BIBLICAL PRINCIPLE of )
TZTH 2/ . )
&

In the first verse of our text fonight, we observe God’s outstretched
“Hand of [ove » for the nation of Judah to “ Lere) Lo
Him, though this was an area of sin that they had apparently struggled
with for many years. (“Even for the days of your L/l ers ..”

All Judah needed to do was to  /C&/%Udss  and it~ and God
would have graciously stayed His hand of _ Tl G men and would
have completely /€5 7p2.6/ the nation to FULL BLESSING!

Butsin had BLZYED  both the priests AND the people to their frue
SO/ RrHhidr condition — questionjng God’s very assertion! Sadly, this
is exactly the condition many %@/ﬁd@&r “ arein foday!

When God answered Judah’s question WITH a question, He utilized the

word translated into the English, “ /200 . But the more SPECIFIC
E R wmt

meaning of this word is “to a/ », (cf. Prov, 22: 522
(e Vo fuke rcitly )




X.  But HOW could finite /Mdm like us “ féf/g » a God Who
sustains, sovereignly owns, and __(opg#e/s ALL THINGS?!?! God
answered that with four simple and clear words; “IN ﬁﬁﬁf AND

ALY g 5"
XI.  Historically speaking, Israel had been required by Levitical [ A0 to
give é/ﬁaj and /é/‘u‘p‘ to God. Among other tithing }ﬂ
responsibilities, they were to bring one /0 of ALL produce and ”‘; |
livestock to the 7énAL€ - OR it’s financial equivalent. /LL/['L& éda
XII.  Failure to tithe PROPERLY was defined as: "
1. Not paying the tithe _A47~ ALl ﬁ i 12 V[ il
2. Withholding 7~ of the tithe back; OR U’“J pe le

3. Not giving it afit’s proper _/IME .
X111, The result of breaking ANY of these conditions resulted in a “ (4255
X1v. Some ask, “Why does God é/ffj some with JZM/M~€ and
not others?” And although the ULTIMATE answel/s known ONLY fto
God, it IS clear that God DOES promise to bless é’/‘.db givers. So it
is that those who _Rob  God are actually Qﬂ iy themselves! 3

XV. T]%!y fo the > was _coywplede. obedience. (“Bring
N

b e

the tithes intothe stor ehouse’ )
OTES concerning the word ‘storehouse”:

1. The word in the Malachi v/ does NOT mean the /0 A
; (o e aa.sad WA paf Bt S ESHrICE ot fhn Lome,”)

. The scr zpture does NOT forbid giving to Za42g M ministries. ("ffwj i et 2001874
XVII, Whethei or not you believe that tithing ought to be practiced by e+ Y22 A ’(5“;“@

~TFsinviesr— Believers, we cannot ignore the clear principles of giving
J_"cznd there (I Covinthians _(f :2; II Corinthians _% :2, 7-9, 12, 1 9-20
:5-12)

XVIIL Scripturally correct giving must come:

1. Froma /.«JQ heart;
m//%a/e K

2. From a right mental

3. On the basis of _GAACE -NOT _LAW |

- XIX. Tithing is just the __S72244 & point (the “ g - wheels”) for
proper giving! BOTH TESTAMENTS teach that giving is NOT to be
limited to this amount,

XX, According to our text, OBEDIENCE to God in this area is the portal to

many _BLLSSw/Hincluding
1. __Plosteily (er;x 72)
2. Pestilence

3. Renewed PM%MV/& + and restored /ﬂ W €A CR
(see also Luke [ :38 and Mt. 6: /220)
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