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L Malachi was the LAS7 _ Old Testament book to be written. It was
penned approximately 4 J0 _ years after King _( (/24 S of Persia
decreed that Judah could return to her land (in 538 7 B. C.).

1. Though the Jewish fuith had been reformed by the ministries of both

EZia  and __pEHEmin s, by this relatively SHORT period of
time both _ £iZ/¢sr AND feoup/€  had become alarmingly

APATHITC , pupittetend—  and morally _CORZKLLT!
Malachi’s “role” before God was to _BEVEAL  Judah’s sins and to
proclaim that _J¢ M&W would be forthcoming UNLESS the
people returned to God.

I, Though Malachi was about to unfold God’s great Love.  towards
Israel, he introduced his prophecy with the phrase, “The _[BUpés) of
the word of the LORD to Israel by Malachi.”

V. The significant word translated “_S((£DC~ * is the word “_/VASSA_»
in the Hebrew which literally means: “A _AJ @U]M word full of

W Eoplinks.” -
V.  The word LORD is the name “ L/ B1y)eL P which is significant here

because it represents God’s ( T _ relationship with the nation —
to which she was proving _(, A)L’m/%z?ﬁo(, ! -

V. LOVE e prees
1. God wasted no time _7)60/ e Jg His love for Israel (v 2)
2. Theword “ Love.  » isinthe _PELAPCL tense in the Hebrew
which means that not only HAD God loved them at some point in the

Zﬁj BUT that He continues to love them in the A8 popoA—

as well!

3. 5 Aspects to God’s love for Israel o
1) Hisloveis _Uncordlligum. (Deut. 7:7-8; 1 0:/5_; 235 );
2) His love was S 2V ; j/[q bestowed; P '
3) Hislove was £.{/é/ i (Jeremiah 31: 5 ; Is. 49:14-16);
4) His love for Israel was likethat of a &lﬁfm toa I (2:11);
5) His love for Israel is like a _,QM love for his -So ~ . (1:6; 3:
| 7) <NOTE: On_2 __ occasions in the Scripture God calls Israel His
“ Sun2” s Exodus 4 :22; Hosea o, .
4. The Bible pictures Israel as the “ Azp/€- > of God’s E/ﬁ C

(Deut, 32: /0 ) <Literally: the “ fuprz. ” of His ﬁ:ﬁ >




vi. LOVE _DEBATER
1. Israel responded to God’s declaration by _ G [[ﬁﬂﬂhﬁ;fi His love
for them! (v 2)
2. SEVERAL POSSIBLE REASONS FOR SUCH AN ALARMING
RESPONSE:
1) A Misunderstanding Of The Pl  of God;
2) ALackof “_Peostecrry
3. Though there are discernable reasons Jor Israel’s d%w/z.fm 1,
there are no @é reasons' For God had already abundaﬁ/l
blessed them:
1) with _ PAgTE 10
2) With_p.8 cipt ATl of their land
3) With aflowmg them to restore their W/{ AND it’s
WD e .
4) With a great W under Ezra and Nehemiah, and...
5) With Hed A from their enemies.
4. OFTEN an Usglofifnf __{H&3ef  blinds aperson (or a
. “people”) to what'God HAS bestowed upon them! '
viil.  LOVE __ Démonsented

1. The example of JA<Co__ and 55@{
(NOTE: The wor ‘M” isa hucterm that is used

for the purpose of demonstrating the level and quality of Lo/ €
that God had for Israel / compare examples in Genesis29:30 — 33;
Luke 14:26; and Matthew 10:37) -

(NOTE 2: Remember that “election” is according to God’s

«  Erelnontlidn”)

2. The example of God’s love for =9 /Zﬂég
(NOTE: Esau represented the éd‘ﬂwd@ » who became a fierce
and A ogy, people and though the Israelites were bitter at
how these p@’ople had been allowed fo add to their sorrows while in
bondage (Psalm 137:7), God here reminds them that in His
Sovereignty, He had chosenf;ﬁg}'MbQ - and _Exlsm would
utterly fall.)

x  LOVE prftased ﬂ%/
*** In verse 5, the word “from” can also be interpreted % A —
and reveals that GOD’S LoV TRANSCENDS NATIONAL
BOUNDARIES AND IS EXTENDED B.@/M -/  ISRAEL TO

***********************************w********************ww*w***www

ADDITIONAL NOTES:




