SERIES: “LAST...BUT NOT LEAST”:
An In-Depth Study of MALACHI - the Final Prophet of the Old Testament Era-
PART X1V - Malachi Chapter 2:1-9 :

“THE PRIESTHOOD: GOD’S EKG OF ISRAEL”
WEDNESDAY, April 1st, 2009

I God, like a %&’t , must Qéiso/'géa/f His children who are

disobedient to His Word.
II. Soribute. /¢ WJ’ who blatantly defame and demean their

cdll are especially cc e !

1. God warned the priests that if they did not * / /Z/ 7é /{fﬁé/ »
(v2) - and continued down the path of disobedtence - then he would send
the c4fs¢S  prophesied to Israel before they entered Canaan.

( Dlufzrodimy  27:9-26; 28:15-68)

.  Several would come upon the priests as a result of

God’s CUrse- ¢

1. Godwould C'ﬂfﬂééz » their seed (v. 3).
Interpretation: i 0/6//@)/ WWJ/ Af W "@4"
Sfecy %/)/% ety Heezes, /ZQ/WAK/A’/%’J £ //Méﬁf
2. Godwould ﬂ/ 64/'&/ € _the priests. (v 3) (NOTE: “ %M solemn

Sfeasts”) [
3. God M the priests from their z/%/ .

NOTE: They ought to have learned from the “examples” of :
1) King Teraboam (I Kings 14:9, 10)
2) King Fepoiatlin  (Jeremiah 22:19) .
NOTE: IN SHORT, God demanded MORE than mere “ aﬁ%%‘é
from His priests...He expected (and desegved) a 7o~ /Li#c
commitment! Today, a “ Se/ ;”{ﬂ - ﬂ‘%., ¥ who _jesAS God’s

Word BUT who does NOT PUT IT INTO PRACTICE lives a life of SEL -
& &zgﬁ ¢~ ! (SEE James 1:22-25)

V.  According to this passage, these priests would experience the 4@@{
of God'’s discipline for 2 REASONS:

REASON #1. So that they would KNOW that God’s commandments
were not % AReats ; ,
REASON #2. So that the tribe of £-EV?_ would remain the

official ministering body for the Temple, thus preserving the covenant
God made with this tribe.




VI. The “covenant of 4/6 and Llac€ ” was FIRST bestowed on

a priest named Ahowehas
NOTES:

VII. The EXCELLENCE of the L@V/ % /Cat—  Priest:
1.He led by Ve iofes (Dt 6:6-9; 33:8-11; Neh. 8:7,8)

2.Hewas | Q@4 /e/" (Dt 17:8,9;19:17,18)

*see also the éompartson to the Messiah during the Kingdom Age (Is.11:3-5)
3. He Q@MCQ{ hat he é@&’cé};/
4. He sin by tdrning “ %M away from

3

5. He / the Law (NOTE the word “keep” = “to ﬁ(aéw/
or the Lymm perversion”)
6. ‘He /pﬁao@ the Law

VIII. The Priests’ CORRUPTION
Malachi pointed out had there were 4 WAYS in which the priests had

Blofes _ their ﬁ%ﬁ- relationship with God:
1) They had WM/i from the prescribed obligations of the
office;
2) Their instruction was &‘/éfm

3) They ples égm their _castaspel— - relationship with God;
4) They were @fgéqé /e in their execution of Tt Ry A7

IX. THREE KINDS of CHISTIAN WORKERS (I Corinthians 3:9-17):
1. The _Mas/%Z¢  Builder
2. The Builder
3. The 7 v Worker
X. In becoming “contemptible and base before all the people” (v 9), these
priests actually reaped what they had So ¢/ | For they had shown a
similar contempt for the “table” of God! (Galatians 6:7; Heb 12:6)
XI.  The Believer can avoid C ,u,,\/z, by @g&@_ the moment
he sins.
XII.  When the Believer sins, he/ she has a choice to make:
1. Through )}Af - CGeArd, Mw to remove the 52/\) out of his

life; OR,
2. He can wait until God does it through _ C/) /(;\C/




