SERIES: “LAST...BUT NOT LEAST”:
An In Depth Study of MALACHI - the Final Propher of the Old Testament Era-
PART I
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L There are THREE REASONS why an understanding of this

Book is PARAMOUNT for every student of God’s Word
1. It profiles the , _SOC/aL, and

issues that _Tpd o h faced after their retufn from
Babylonian exile;

2, Iz‘ reveals Mﬂl[ chi to be the last of the Old Testament prophets
Z God’s message of against
sin and of the glorvious _Arngdom that awaits the
/6/ ?Mda‘ at the Messiah’s coming; AND
3. It was the final authentic _)/ppe& of prophecy until
the ém 7~ shatiers the silence [/

years later with the wards from Matthew 3 : 2, ‘M
for the (% is at hand.”

BACKGROUND:
II.  Malachi was penned about (ﬂﬂ vears after the Persian
King C ny decreed that Judah could return to her land.
I It was alsh during this time that the Jewish é (74 was
restored under the leadership of &, &4 and NEA &n//j'%
IV.  Soon after returning to the land, both the _j2€iests AND the
people became f’f}ﬂeflfﬂc s /Mdd}fé"&vf and morally
CORNPT .
V. Malachi 2 EVZ#’M/ their sin and proclaimed that
jW{GW would be forthcoming UNLESS the people

reeturared o God

AUTHOR:
V.  The name MALACHI actually means “my M€ S/040." OR
“iny 6 3 /
VI Y is known about Malachi’s D€/ SoNHL
backgmuﬁﬂq beyond what this Book reveals.



CONTENT:
VIL In the English translation, the Book is divided into m_é{
Chapters WHILE the Hebrew Bible has it divided into S

Chapters.
VI, CHAPTER I~ God’s love for Israel is &?/ €0/ﬂg{ BUT the
nation is s/ ff/f/ﬁ,/ and questions His love towards them.

This spivitual condition is most evident in the Llrests who
/z)//wﬁ the 5)46&/%({’ , the Sm and
tteir  SELVI 1o God with their /W&’(f%&)ce .
IX., CHAPTER 2 — Indicates that the p/es would be

jup{ e/ if they did not g6 eah
X,  CHAPTER 3 — Declares that God will send His MESs@&Ioe

to prepare the way for the ///69‘9% , who will come to‘}mr:fy

the 7E4AL€ andthe _pRceSthnd aswell as to judge

the wicked. The people are decused of A é/Uq God and

are told that if they pay their Sfhes AND reform their
pracAlces, Hewould  (£LE5S  them.

XI.  CHAPTER 4 - This & would be the final _t/#%/ing  before
the “ DAty of the Lord ” which would include the
coming of ngﬂ/d and _fle pess,wl, who will judge the

wocked  and deliver the ﬁﬁfﬂffﬂc_} )

DATE:
XII.  There are several indicators within the Book - including the
/Mmolrar  and _S‘/,}"/%Mﬂ_— decline of the people — which lead to «
dating for the writing of Malachi between 433 and 40 B.C.

STYLE:

XII.  This Book was NOT writfen in 2 Zéc language but in
pointed, easy-to-understand exdlted pL0IE .

XIII. The technical name for this style is a”“running

(SPumTIONVE L  diglogue”,

X1V, This style is made up of three parts: 1) God _(PYES7700S
Israel about her spiritual o/ {//o.d ; 2) Isracel counters,
claiming _jp/MBGee, with an inadequate, flippant answer; 3)
God __ LlLufes their reply.
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ADDITIONAL NOTES:




